Fr. Simon Sez

§/ “Set Ablaze” Priest Assignment
/ Changes: After extensive consultation,
Bishop DeGrood published the final
pastorate arrangement maps for our
0(2? diocese in the February issue of “The
Bishop's Bulletin.” We expect this
arrangement to manage the number of
priests we will have for the next ten years. For now, some
pastorates will have more priests than projected for each
pastorate ten years from now. For our area, that means the
priest assigned to Pierre will be the pastor of Pierre, Onida,
Gettysburg, and Hoven with an associate priest assisting,
probably living in Gettysburg. The assignment of priests
affecting each respective parish in our diocese will be
announced at all parish Massesthis weekend, March 25 - 26,
2023. All of the priest assignments in our diocese will be
published on our diocese website sfcatholic.org Monday,
March 27, 2023 and in the April issue of “The Bishop’s
Bulletin.” There will not be any parish mergers or church
closings at thistime.

TREASURE HUT
1/2 PRICE SALE

~ running 2 weeks ~
219 Main Street ~ Hoven, SD

SET

the Holy Spirit

Saturday, March 18"
9am - 4pm

Monday, March 20t - Saturday, March 25"
9am - 4pm

Monday, March 27th - Saturday, April 15t
9am - 4pm

Closed April 374~ 7th to restock.

Will reopen on Sat, April 8t ~ 9gam-12 noon

| Shop BEFORE and DURING the sale and be registered for a chance at |

one of two $25 gift certificates to the Treasure Hutll :

For each $10 purchase, your name will be put in for a drawing i
to be held on April 1", the last day of the 1/2 price salel

“...and on that, you have my word!"

At Lazarus’ Tomb:
Scott Hahn Reflects

on the Fifth Sunday of Lent

5= Ezekiel 37:12-14
>/ Psalm 130:1-8
£ Romans 8:8-11
i John 11:1-45

i 6 Aswe draw near to the end
+ ' of Lent, today's Gospel
B clearly has Jesus passion
! and death in view.

That's why John gives us the detail about Lazarus' sister,
Mary—that sheisthe onewho anointed the Lord for burial
(see John 12:3, 7). His disciples warn against returning to
Judea; Thomas even predicts they will “die with Him” if
they go back.

When Lazarusisraised, John notices the tombstone being
taken away, as well as Lazarus' burial cloths and head
covering —all details he later notices with Jesus empty
tomb (see John 20:1, 6, 7).

Like the blind man in last week’s readings, Lazarus
representsall humanity. He standsfor “ dead men”—for all
those Jesus loves and wants to liberate from the bands of
sin and death.

John even recalls the blind man in his account today (see
John 11:37). Like the man’s birth in blindness, Lazarus
death is used by Jesus to reveal “the glory of God” (see
John 9:3). And again like last week, Jesus words and
deeds give sight to those who believe (see John 11:40).

If we believe, we will see—that Jesus loves each of us as
He loved Lazarus, that He cals us out of death and into
new life.

By His Resurrection Jesus has fulfilled Ezekiel’ s promise
intoday’ s First Reading. He has opened the graves that we
may rise, put His Spirit in us that we may live. Thisisthe
Spirit that Paul writes of in today’s Epistle. The same
Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will give life to we
who were once dead in sin.

Faith is the key. If we believe as Martha does in today’ s
Gospel—that Jesus is the resurrection and the life—even
if wedie, wewill live.

“1 have promised and | will doit,” the Father assuresusin
the First Reading. We must trust in Hisword, aswesingin
today’ sPsalm—that with Himisforgivenessand sal vation.
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